


Welcome 
to the Book 

Buddy 
program!



OUR VISION…

is for every child in Orange County 
to enter kindergarten with the 
foundation necessary to reach their 
full potential.

OUR MISSION…

is to provide every child with equal 
access to high-quality early learning 
programs by supporting those who 
help children grow and develop.



What is Book 
Buddy and 
how do we 
do it?



WHAT IS A 
PROVIDER?

A provider is an early 
learning center, home 
care provider, or child 

care center.



Which children 
will be 

participating in 
Book Buddy?



BOOK BUDDY GOALS: CHILDREN WILL:

• Support early learning and 
emerging literacy skills.

• Promote kindergarten readiness 
and future academic success.

• Demonstrate a knowledge of 
words and how we use them.

• Demonstrate writing skills.

• Comprehend and discuss stories 
in a book.



AS A BIG BOOK BUDDY, YOU…. 

• Invest in a child’s early years.

• Provide a positive reading 
experience.

• Reinforce literacy and social 
development skills.

• Serve as early literacy advocates.

• Encourage a child to read at home.

• Support parents with school 
readiness resources.



DID YOU KNOW?

• Children in economically 
depressed communities have zero 
to two age-appropriate books 
in their homes.

• By age four, low-income children 
experience a 30 million word 
deficit compared to their more 
economically advantaged peers. 
(Hart & Risley 1995)



DID YOU KNOW?

• One out of three Orange 
County children enter school 
not ready to succeed.

• Children who are prepared when 
they enter kindergarten are more 
likely to graduate high school
and enroll in college.



TITLE SLIDE

What

levels of writing 

and reading 

can you expect 

from your Little 

Book Buddy?



WRITING AND READING MILESTONES



EXAMPLE “LETTERS”



SCHOOL TO HOME 
CONNECTION

• Classroom lesson plans.

• Take home activities.

• Classroom kits.



PROGRAM OUTLINE
• Little Book Buddy creates their 

“letter”.

• “Letter” sent to you via email and 
mail.

• You purchase a book and write a 
response note.

• Little Book Buddy receives their 
book.

• Each child completes a at-home 
project related to their book.

• Exchange and purchase takes place 
three times per school year.



Book Buddy 
Webpage



PROGRAM CALENDAR



PURCHASING BOOKS









INFO TO REMEMBER

• Approximate cost for all 
three books: $30.

• Stick to the provided book 
list.

• Extra book option.





PROGRAM SECURITY

• All correspondence facilitated by the Early Learning Coalition of

Orange County

• Only first names used

• Standards of confidentiality maintained



KEYS TO SUCCESS

• Keep a lookout for emails from us.
• Check the Book Buddy Hub often.

• Order your books early.
• Have fun!!!



Questions?





QUESTIONS OR SUGGESTIONS?

Contact us at:

(407) 506-4806

bookbuddy@elcoc.org


