
The Early Learning Coalition of Orange County partnered with 
AdventHealth and Orange County Public Schools to host 
"Pathways to Progress: Early Childhood Development Day". 
The 3-part program offers free screenings for VPK students in Orange
County. Families gathered at Conway Learning Center on March 28 to
receive play-based screenings in hearing, speech, and motor skills,
plus guidance and support for next steps. Together with
AdventHealth and Orange County Public Schools, we’re helping
children start strong, so they stay strong at school. 

2 more events are scheduled! 
April 25 at First Step Kid’s Academy
----------------------------------------------
May 2 at AdventHealth for Children 
                 West Lakes Early Learning 
                 Center

VPK STUDENTS RECEIVE 
DEVELOPMENTAL SCREENINGS
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SCREENSHOT the QR code on your smartphone.
Then touch QR code on the SCREENSHOT to open link!  



Sign up 
by clicking 
HERE
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https://outlook.office.com/book/EarlyLearningCoalitionCopyofOrangeCounty@elcoc.org/?ismsaljsauthenabled
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We’re excited to featureWe’re excited to feature
Sunshine Learners Academy Inc.Sunshine Learners Academy Inc.  
led by led by Director Maribel Suarez Director Maribel Suarez at 18555at 18555
Old Cheney Hwy. in Orlando.Old Cheney Hwy. in Orlando.

We’re excited to feature
Sunshine Learners Academy Inc. 
led by Director Maribel Suarez at 18555
Old Cheney Hwy. in Orlando.

PROVIDER SPOTLIGHT

Fast Facts: 
37 Children Enrolled
9 Staff Members

Click HEREClick HERE  
To learn more aboutTo learn more about  
Sunshine LearnersSunshine Learners Academy Academy

Click HERE 
To learn more about 
Sunshine Learners Academy

https://sunshinelearners.com/
https://sunshinelearners.com/
https://www.ccaplions.com/
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https://www.ccaplions.com/


Can you share a 
SUCCESS STORY on how 
you improved your childcare
center for children and their
families?

When I took over the center in
2024, there was no structured
curriculum, and the
environment did not reflect
the quality of care I believe
children deserve. 
I knew I wanted to create a
place where children could
truly learn, grow, and feel
supported.
With the support of my mom,
I introduced a structured
curriculum, strengthened
staff support, and focused on
creating a warm, engaging
environment for both children
and families. Together, we
worked to improve daily
operations and build a
stronger foundation for the
center.
Since then, we have seen a big
transformation. Children are
more engaged, families feel
more confident, and teachers
feel more supported and
motivated in their work.

How do you balance 
your administrative
responsibilities while 
still staying connected with
your children, staff, and
parents? What STRATEGIES
do you practice? 

I prioritize open
communication and make
time to check in with staff,
parents, and children
throughout the day. 
I plan my administrative
tasks around times when I
can still be present in the
classrooms. 
Staying organized with lists
and a calendar helps me
manage everything without
missing important
moments.
My mom also plays an
important role in
supporting the center and
helping with daily
operations. With her
support, I’m able to balance
my responsibilities while
staying connected to our
children, families, and staff.

Can you share how your
teachers make CIRCLE
TIME special? 

Our teachers make circle
time special by creating a
fun, engaging, and
interactive experience using
the Learning Beyond Paper
curriculum. They begin with
songs, movement, and
greetings to build a sense of
community and help
children feel included.
Each day includes hands-on
activities like exploring
textures, colors, or counting
objects, all connected to
early learning concepts.
Teachers also use
storytelling, open-ended
questions, and show and
tell to encourage children
to share ideas and build
language skills.
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Click HEREClick HERE  
To learn To learn moremore  
Click HERE 
To learn more 

https://sunshinelearners.com/
https://sunshinelearners.com/
https://www.ccaplions.com/
https://www.learningbeyondpaper.com/
https://www.learningbeyondpaper.com/
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Is your child care center hosting a VPK
Graduation ceremony? 
We would love to share photos of the
graduating students in our upcoming
PROVIDER Post Newsletter!  
Please EMAIL PHOTOS to Erin Kent at
ekent@elcoc.org so they can be
included.  
Congratulations VPK Graduates! 

PARENT NEWSLETTER Click HERE for the
APRIL Newsletter to
share with your
Parents!  

VPK GRADUATION PHOTOS NEEDED
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