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 VPK 2026-2027: Time to Get Started!
If you’re planning to offer VPK for the 2026–2027 program year, now is
the perfect time to get your contract and application completed so
everything is in place for a smooth start.

Contracts have already been initiated
Take a few minutes to:

Review your contract
Sign it and include your title
Submit it for certification

While you’re there, don’t forget to:
Let us know if you’d like to receive an advance payment
Select if you plan to offer Summer VPK 2027

Once your contract is submitted, go ahead and
start your VPK application. Getting this done
early helps avoid last-minute delays.

HELPFUL REMINDERS

Florida’s School-Year Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) = 540 instructional hours
Programs may begin on or after August 11, 2026
Programs must end by June 30, 2027

Getting your contract and application completed early:
Keeps you on track for approval
Helps ensure compliance
Sets your program up for success  

If you have any questions, your Provider Relations Specialist is here to help!

HOURS & DATES

STEP ONE: Start with Your VPK Contract

STEP TWO: Your VPK Application
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NEW RESOURCE FOR STAFFING

Click HERE to
sign up and

create a profile

A new resource to help keep classrooms
fully staffed! 
The Early Learning Coalition of Orange
County is partnering with Tandem-Child
Care Staffing, a platform that connects
childcare centers with qualified substitute
teachers when they need them most.
While participating providers will pay the
substitute staff they hire, the Early Learning
Coalition of Orange County will cover the
annual Tandem subscription fee.
This tool will make it easier for childcare
centers to access reliable staffing support
while staying focused on serving children
and families.

https://www.join-tandem.com/partners/elc-orange
https://www.join-tandem.com/partners/elc-orange
https://www.join-tandem.com/partners/elc-orange
https://www.facebook.com/EarlyLearningCoalitionofOrangeCounty?__cft__[0]=AZYX7OO7EaYrf_iHAEYQ3iaSFB3R8hWOBJMRvoNZ-3zx4JGtoCJ7UPQ58BHIT8M-5m7FyHvShFcdpk1rkIhr7RXBNiBPEER18YcF3AlA8BKhkGWgnoMTKJh4fmWze8nsUdwCGWO6LpZrEFNhbLqRdD8lSlbPv7MlNwdPgvrHK1OvL-GQ77dHTLRFpUj1ssjATjQDkgW2-CCU5euKg7YsTSwF&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/EarlyLearningCoalitionofOrangeCounty?__cft__[0]=AZYX7OO7EaYrf_iHAEYQ3iaSFB3R8hWOBJMRvoNZ-3zx4JGtoCJ7UPQ58BHIT8M-5m7FyHvShFcdpk1rkIhr7RXBNiBPEER18YcF3AlA8BKhkGWgnoMTKJh4fmWze8nsUdwCGWO6LpZrEFNhbLqRdD8lSlbPv7MlNwdPgvrHK1OvL-GQ77dHTLRFpUj1ssjATjQDkgW2-CCU5euKg7YsTSwF&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/jointandem?__cft__[0]=AZYX7OO7EaYrf_iHAEYQ3iaSFB3R8hWOBJMRvoNZ-3zx4JGtoCJ7UPQ58BHIT8M-5m7FyHvShFcdpk1rkIhr7RXBNiBPEER18YcF3AlA8BKhkGWgnoMTKJh4fmWze8nsUdwCGWO6LpZrEFNhbLqRdD8lSlbPv7MlNwdPgvrHK1OvL-GQ77dHTLRFpUj1ssjATjQDkgW2-CCU5euKg7YsTSwF&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/jointandem?__cft__[0]=AZYX7OO7EaYrf_iHAEYQ3iaSFB3R8hWOBJMRvoNZ-3zx4JGtoCJ7UPQ58BHIT8M-5m7FyHvShFcdpk1rkIhr7RXBNiBPEER18YcF3AlA8BKhkGWgnoMTKJh4fmWze8nsUdwCGWO6LpZrEFNhbLqRdD8lSlbPv7MlNwdPgvrHK1OvL-GQ77dHTLRFpUj1ssjATjQDkgW2-CCU5euKg7YsTSwF&__tn__=-]K-R
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Click HERE to select your preferred date.
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WHAT’S NEXT

The Early Learning Coalition is
proud to support your program’s
professional development on your 
Staff Training Day. 
This is known as the 13  day in
your Provider Contract.

th

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Nv6NY8rcVkOq9mnQ3onma3NWX60LGMVGn-tV8V6EvWlUMk4xWFQxOE85QUFHVzE1MllaWjlNVFBBRy4u
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TRAINING OPPORTUNITY 

Click HERE to register

https://institute4el.talentlms.com/index/?redirect=%2Flearner%2Fcourseinfo%2Fid%3A2260
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TRAINING OPPORTUNITY 

Click HERE 
to register 

Click HERE
to register

Click HERE
to register

https://store.teachstone.com/class-2nd-edition-intro-to-interactions-for-educators/
https://store.teachstone.com/class-2nd-edition-intro-to-interactions-for-educators/
https://store.teachstone.com/a-class-primer-for-teachers-online-course/
https://store.teachstone.com/class-overview-for-leaders/
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We’re excited to featureWe’re excited to feature  
Phoenix Tree Educational Foundation,Phoenix Tree Educational Foundation,
Inc. dba Deeper Root AcademyInc. dba Deeper Root Academy
led by led by Director Dr. Angela KennedyDirector Dr. Angela Kennedy  
at 8at 8001 Silver Star Road001 Silver Star Road in Orlando. in Orlando.

We’re excited to feature 
Phoenix Tree Educational Foundation,
Inc. dba Deeper Root Academy
led by Director Dr. Angela Kennedy 
at 8001 Silver Star Road in Orlando.

PROVIDER SPOTLIGHT

Fast Facts: 
23 Children Enrolled
4 Staff Members

Click HEREClick HERE  
to seeto see  
the websitethe website

Click HERE 
to see 
the website

Click HERE 
to see 
Facebook Page

Click HERE 
to see 
Facebook Page

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fsearch%2F4110%2BRaleigh%2BStreet%3Fentry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=05%7C02%7Cekent%40elcoc.org%7C010f25938a57464965be08debd00f9c6%7C638dfe36dcca4356aaf669d0de89e66b%7C0%7C0%7C639156010265537664%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C80000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BrCSyvuhnjkh2nyPY8TEWW5kKXL6f3VMAu%2FwNsm8S1o%3D&reserved=0
https://www.deeperrootacademy.org/
https://www.deeperrootacademy.org/
https://www.deeperrootacademy.org/
https://www.deeperrootacademy.org/
https://www.deeperrootacademy.org/
https://www.facebook.com/DeeperRootAcademy
https://www.facebook.com/DeeperRootAcademy
https://www.facebook.com/DeeperRootAcademy
https://www.facebook.com/DeeperRootAcademy
https://www.facebook.com/DeeperRootAcademy
https://www.facebook.com/DeeperRootAcademy
https://www.facebook.com/DeeperRootAcademy
https://www.facebook.com/DeeperRootAcademy
https://www.facebook.com/DeeperRootAcademy
https://www.facebook.com/DeeperRootAcademy


Can you share a SUCCESS STORY where a creative activity helped
children learn a new skill?

We have been teaching our infants and toddlers numbers in both
English and Spanish. The children love singing songs, dancing, and
moving to music while they learn. To make the lessons more
interactive, we recently introduced whiteboards during our number
activities. To our amazement, the children were not only able to
identify the numbers, but one of our toddlers picked up a
whiteboard and attempted to write them. He successfully wrote
three numbers on his own! 
It was an exciting moment that showed us how creative, hands-on
learning can help children build confidence and develop new skills.

Caring for children takes energy. What SELF-CARE practices help you and your
teachers stay at your best? 
As a leader, I encourage teachers to practice self-care by maintaining a healthy work-
life balance, supporting one another as a team, celebrating successes, and
communicating openly when they need assistance. 
I also believe in creating a positive work environment where staff feel appreciated,
respected, and supported. When teachers are cared for and refreshed, they are better
equipped to create nurturing, engaging experiences for children.
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What are your FAVORITE WAYS to keep children engaged, focused, and excited about
learning each day? 
Positive reinforcement, clear expectations, and opportunities for students to
collaborate and share their ideas help maintain focus and enthusiasm. Most
importantly, we strive to create classroom environments where children are curious,
encouraged to ask questions, and excited to discover something new every day.  
In addition, faith is at the core of our belief. We enjoy integrating character
development and biblical principles into daily learning when appropriate, helping
students grow academically, socially, and spiritually while fostering a love for learning.

PROVIDER SPOTLIGHT

Answers provided by 
Founder Director 
Dr. Angela Kennedy 
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Teacher of the Month NOMINATIONS NEEDED!

We are proud to recognize the amazing teachers making a
difference in your child care centers! 

We are accepting nominations right now for the  Early Learning
Coalition of Orange County Teacher of the Month for the
2026/2027 school year! 
 
Winning teachers receive a personalized certificate and a
partner-donated gift during surprise visits. Each Teacher of the
Month WINNER is eligible for the Early Learning Coalition of
Orange County 2027 Teacher of the Year Award presented in
June 2027! 

Click HERE to nominate 
the BEST teachers at your child
care center! 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Nv6NY8rcVkOq9mnQ3onma7k30HVdk0BJgOgaPYdmdEBUQU1RNktZU1JJVVcwODFaVVpTTk82TTlURS4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Nv6NY8rcVkOq9mnQ3onma7k30HVdk0BJgOgaPYdmdEBUQU1RNktZU1JJVVcwODFaVVpTTk82TTlURS4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Nv6NY8rcVkOq9mnQ3onma7k30HVdk0BJgOgaPYdmdEBUQU1RNktZU1JJVVcwODFaVVpTTk82TTlURS4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Nv6NY8rcVkOq9mnQ3onma7k30HVdk0BJgOgaPYdmdEBUQU1RNktZU1JJVVcwODFaVVpTTk82TTlURS4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Nv6NY8rcVkOq9mnQ3onma7k30HVdk0BJgOgaPYdmdEBUQU1RNktZU1JJVVcwODFaVVpTTk82TTlURS4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Nv6NY8rcVkOq9mnQ3onma7k30HVdk0BJgOgaPYdmdEBUQU1RNktZU1JJVVcwODFaVVpTTk82TTlURS4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Nv6NY8rcVkOq9mnQ3onma7k30HVdk0BJgOgaPYdmdEBUQU1RNktZU1JJVVcwODFaVVpTTk82TTlURS4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Nv6NY8rcVkOq9mnQ3onma7k30HVdk0BJgOgaPYdmdEBUQU1RNktZU1JJVVcwODFaVVpTTk82TTlURS4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Nv6NY8rcVkOq9mnQ3onma7k30HVdk0BJgOgaPYdmdEBUQU1RNktZU1JJVVcwODFaVVpTTk82TTlURS4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Nv6NY8rcVkOq9mnQ3onma7k30HVdk0BJgOgaPYdmdEBUQU1RNktZU1JJVVcwODFaVVpTTk82TTlURS4u&route=shorturl
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PARENT NEWSLETTER

Click HERE for JULY Parent Newsletter

https://www.fldoe.org/file/20625/julyparentspages2026.pdf
https://www.fldoe.org/file/20625/julyparentspages2026.pdf
https://www.fldoe.org/file/20625/julyparentspages2026.pdf
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