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You can always email or call the Early Learning Coalition
for help. Finding your dedicated contact person for
reimbursement questions is as easy as reading your
childcare center name! 

Question: What is the PROVIDER name? 
Example: Stella the Star’s Childcare Center

Answer: The word Stella starts with the letter S.
That childcare center would call Dorothy Stephenson for
assistance because she is assigned to the letter S.
Please see the chart BELOW to find your contact person.
Our team is here to help! 

Reimbursement Questions? 
Our Team is here to help! 
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Click HERE to
register for
Coffee &
Conversation

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/BEn30l9CTcydg1X0WP8Opw#/registration


Provider Newsletter

Page 3Page 3

SEPTEMBER 2026

Click HERE
to register
for Everyone
is Special

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN__3Z1_fn9Sk-X_BXHt8h1FA#/registration
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You can enhance the Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) at your childcare
center by using the Highlights Early Learning KINDNESS CONNECTIONS
bundle in your lesson plans! 

The PURPLE Preschool Enrichment Box contains 10 different lesson
plans.  

Kindness Connections: 
Purple Preschool Enrichment Box Ideas!  



Steps for Success
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Kindness Connections: 
Purple Preschool Enrichment Box Ideas!  
Each month, the Early Learning Coalition of Orange County
will take a deep dive into 1 lesson plan to showcase how your
teachers can help students develop kindness, empathy, and
strong social skills at your childcare center. 

1.Open the PURPLE Preschool Enrichment Box and
pull the file labeled UNDERSTANDING EMOTIONS

September Deep Dive:
UNDERSTANDING EMOTIONS 
If you turn to Page 5 in the COLLECTION GUIDE, you will see 
Activity Instructions for a MOOD CUBE! This is an excellent activity during
Circle Time! 



Coalition staff may visit programs during normal
business hours as part of our monitoring and support
efforts. 

Providers are expected to allow staff access to the
program and applicable areas upon arrival. 

Maintaining timely access is an important part of
remaining in good standing with program
requirements.
 
Thank you for your cooperation and continued
partnership!
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Gentle Reminder: Pop-In Visits 



Childcare Provider
Spotlight
Childcare Provider
Spotlight

We’re excited to feature 
Kiddie Academy of Winter Park
led by Director Ninoshka Colon Melendez 
at 420 S. Orlando Ave. Winter Park, FL 32789

Kiddie Academy of Winter Park 
Facebook
Instagram
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Fast Facts: 
108 Children Enrolled
25 Staff Members

What are your FAVORITE WAYS to keep children
engaged, focused, and excited about learning each day?
 
My favorite ways to keep children engaged, focused, and
excited about learning each day include creating
consistent routines, planning fun and meaningful learning
experiences, and involving families in the learning
process. 
Having a routine helps children know what to expect and
feel secure throughout the day. I also believe
communication with families is very important. 
Keeping families informed about upcoming events,
activities, and classroom experiences encourages them to
be involved and helps create a strong connection between
home and school. When children see their families and
teachers working together, it makes learning even more
exciting and meaningful.

https://kiddieacademy.com/academies/winter-park/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Asbury+United+Methodist+Church/@28.6267958,-81.3695939,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x88e7704b8f780d7f:0x7828b8176f0a53d9!8m2!3d28.6267958!4d-81.3674052
https://www.facebook.com/KiddieAcademyofWinterpark
https://www.instagram.com/kiddieacademyofwinterpark/
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One of our favorite success stories was our Hero Play Day, where we
creatively incorporated community helpers into fun, hands-on activities.
Children participated in activities such as a Hero Obstacle Course, Police
Badge Match, Firefighter Fun, and an Ice Cream Shop Counting activity.
These experiences helped children learn about the important role community
helpers have in keeping our community safe and healthy. The children were
able to practice skills such as counting, matching, problem-solving, and
teamwork while having fun. By making learning interactive and exciting, the
children stayed engaged and showed a better understanding of the different
community helpers. It was wonderful to see them learn new skills while using
their imagination and creativity!
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Can you share a SUCCESS STORY where a creative
activity helped children learn a new skill?

Answers provided by 
Director 

Ninoshka Colon Melendez
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Caring for children takes energy.
What SELF-CARE practices help you and your
teachers stay at your best? 

We encourage our teachers to take breaks when
needed, stay hydrated, and make time to recharge. We
also support one another by communicating, working
as a team, and creating a positive work environment.
Taking care of our physical and emotional well-being
helps us bring our best selves to the children each
day. We also believe that celebrating small
accomplishments and showing appreciation for one
another helps keep our team motivated and happy.

Kiddie Academy of Winter Park teacher 
Ronalia Baker Roberts was featured as an Early
Learning Coalition of Orange County Teacher
of the Month! 

Answers provided by 
Director 

Ninoshka Colon Melendez

Childcare Provider
Spotlight
Childcare Provider
Spotlight

https://elcoforangecounty.org/recognizing-our-teachers/
https://elcoforangecounty.org/recognizing-our-teachers/


Provider Newsletter

Page 10Page 10

SEPTEMBER 2026

Click HERE to
read the entire 
Parents’ Pages

for SEPTEMBER

Understanding Florida Early Learning and Developmental Standards
(FELDS) 

FELDS is a framework of eight domains that outline age-appropriate
milestones and skills for children from birth to age five. 
They help both teachers and parents understand a child’s
development, track progress, and support early learning to prepare
children for kindergarten.

Learning Takeaway mentioned in Parents’ Pages

https://www.fldoe.org/file/20625/SEPTPP26.pdf
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